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DIVORCE AND THE MINISTRY STUDY COMMITTEE

The original purpose of this committee was to study the issue of divorce
and the ministry in order to give guidance to district boards in their work
with candidates for ordination and to clarify the language of the Manual in
order to harmonize with accepted procedures (from General Board minutes of
February 1989, p. 46).

As our committee studied issues at the first meeting, October 11, 1990, it
was determined that another very important issue related to the original pur-
pose of the committee is the right of ministers of the Church of the Nazarene
to perform marriages of divorced persons.

At the request of the committee Dr. Alex Deasley prepared a paper titled
“Marriage and Divorce in New Testament Interpretation.” This paper has
served as the biblical and theological foundation for the proposed recommen-
dations for clarifying and harmonizing the Manual language concerning the
issue of marriage and divorce.

Dr. Deasley’s paper is divided into three parts:

Part One: Exegetical Survey of New Testament Passages on Divorce

Part Two: Theological Positions Deriving from Exegesis

Part Three: Guiding Principles in Constructing a Christian Position on
Divorce

In Part Two Dr. Deasley points out two ways of deriving theological posi-
tions from the exegesis:

A. The teaching of Jesus is viewed as prescriptive law.

B. The teaching of Jesus is viewed as an ideal.

Based on the exegesis and rationale that Dr. Deasley set forth, the com-
mittee unanimously agreed that the teaching of Jesus on marriage and di-
vorce should be viewed as an ideal.

In Part Three Dr. Deasley set forth guiding principles for constructing a
Christian position on divorce. He stated, “In the last analysis there is only
one guiding principle: The law must be proclaimed in the context of the
gospel.” He continued by pointing out that this basic undergirding principle
should be spelled out in at least three specific guidelines as follows:

A. The biblical ideal of the permanence of marriage must be clearly and
unambiguously acknowledged as the baseline of the biblical view.

B. If and when resort is made to divorce and remarriage, the place for re-
pentance and forgiveness must be given recognition.

C. It would seem that there must be some defined discipline.

At the request of the committee Dr. Deasley drafted proposed Manual
changes of paragraphs relating to divorce and the ministry, using the guiding
principle of his paper, “The law must be proclaimed in the context of the
gospel.”

The committee unanimously proposes the following Manual changes:

PREFACE

1. The following are changes in the Manual (1989) that appear to be en-
tailed by the committee’s decision that the teaching of Jesus on marriage and
divorce is to be understood as an ideal rather than as legislation.

2. The paragraphs in the Manual specifically involved are: 35, 35.1, 35.2,
35.3, 35.4, 320, 347.2, 403.1, 404.3, 405.3, 409.15, 409.16, 409.17, and 410.7.

3. In the statements following, the proposed changes are underlined and
the existing wording is placed in brackets.
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4. The overall rationale for the proposed changes is (as indicated) the
committee’s decision that the biblical teaching on marriage and divorce repre-
sents an ideal. Where any further rationale has seemed necessary, this has
been appended to each proposed change.

CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS

1. The effect of the changes suggested, resulting from the committee’s
conclusion that the biblical teaching regarding marriage is an ideal rather
than a law, is to throw the weight of the evaluation of individual cases from
the legal side to the pastoral and spiritual. There is no longer a rule of
thumb, namely: did adultery take place or not? The question is now: has
there been a truly Christian attempt at reconciliation, and if so, is there no
reasonable hope for restoration, and therefore no ground for resisting di-
vorce? And if this is the case, is it acknowledged in penitence as a breach of
God’s design and purpose? At all levels—local, district, and general—such a
process will lay heavy demands on spiritual insight and pastoral responsibili-
ty with regard to the maintenance of the biblical ideal and the pastoral care
of broken lives.

9. If the view set forth here as biblical and commended by the committee
is adopted by the church, it will be important to make clear to pastors and
people alike that viewing lifelong marriage as an ideal rather than a law, far
from being a charter for easy divorce, is designed to underscore the biblical
view of the permanence of marriage, while also proclaiming the good news
that the grace of God in Christ Jesus is powerful enough to forgive marital
failure.

Respectfully submitted,

LeEE McCLEERY, Chairman
JaMES W. DANIEL, Secretary
JERALD D. JOHNSON, Adviser
ALEX DEASLEY

IMPLEMENTING LEGISLATION
DIVOR-1

RESOLVED that MANUAL paragraphs 35-35.4, 320, 347.2, 403.1, 404.3,
405.3, 409.15-.17, and 410.7 be amended as follows:

35. The Christian family, knit together in a common bond through Jesus Christ, is
a circle of love, fellowship, and worship to be earnestly cultivated in a society in which
family ties are easily dissolved. We urge upon the ministry and congregations of our
church such teachings and practices as will strengthen and develop family ties. In par-

ticular, we urge upon the ministry the importance of teaching and preaching clearly
the biblical ideal of the permanence of marriage.

The institution of marriage was ordained of God in the time of man’s innocence, and
is, according to apostolic authority, “honourable in all”; it is the mutual union of one man
and one woman for fellowship, helpfulness, and the propagation of the race. Our people
should cherish this sacred estate as becomes Christians, and should enter it only after
earnest prayer for divine direction, and when assured that the contemplated union is in
accordance with scriptural requirements. They should seek earnestly the blessings which
God has ordained in connection with the wedded state, namely, holy companionship, par-
enthood, and mutual love—the elements of home building. The marriage covenant is
morally binding so long as both shall live, and [therefore, may not be dissolved at will]

breaking of it is a breach of the divine ideal of the permanence of marriage.
(Genesis 1:26-28, 31; 2:21-24; Malachi 2:13-16; Matthew 19:3-9; John 2:1-11; Ephesians
5:21—6:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8; Hebrews 13:4)
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[35.1] 35.2. Ministers of the Church of the Nazarene are instructed to give due
care to matters relating to solemnizing marriages. They shall seek, in every manner
possible, to convey to their congregations the sacredness of Christian marriage. They
shall provide premarital counseling in every instance possible before performing a mar-
riage ceremony. They shall only solemnize marriages of persons [having the scriptural

right to marry]| ive clear decl ion of their ' i

the permanence of marriage. (107-7.1[, 409.15])
[35.2] 35.3. Members of the Church of the Nazarene are to seek prayerfully a re-

demptive course of action when involved in marital unhappiness, in full harmony with
their vows and the clear teachings of the Scripture, their aim being to save the home
and safeguard the good name of both Christ and His Church. Couples having serious
marital problems are urged to seek counsel and guidance of their pastor and/or any
other appropriate spiritual leaders. Failure to comply with this procedure in good faith
and with sincere endeavor to seek a Christian solution, and subsequent obtainment of
[an unscriptural] divorce and remarriage, makes one or both parties subject to possible

discipline as prescribed in 501-501.2 and 502-502.9.

Rationale. (@) The word “unscriptural” is omitted before “divorce” in keeping with
the biblical understanding of marriage as an ideal. (b) The presence of discipline in ex-
isting 35.2 raises the question of its place in the new scheme of things. We would ar-
gue: (i) that holding that the permanence of marriage is an ideal does not mean that
marriage may be dissolved flippantly. The terms of existing 35.2 are very appropriate
in that respect. (ii) This would imply that the church make visible its upholding of the
biblical ideal where members fail to do so.

[35.3] 35.1. [Though there may exist such other causes and conditions as may jus-
tify a divorce under the civil law, only adultery is a scriptural ground for divorce and
only adultery will supply such ground as may justify the innocent party in remarrying.
(Matthew 5:31-32; 19:3-9)] In biblical teaching, marriage is the commitment of male
1 emale to e C life, reflecting ist’s sacrificial | r the Church. As

(Genesis 2:21-24: Mark 10:2-12: Luke 7:36-50, 16:18; John 7:53—8:11; 1 Corinthians

6:9-11; 7:10-16; Ephesians 5:25-

Rationale. A clear statement is needed of what is meant by the biblical ideal of the
permanence of marriage. This statement attempts to set forth the divine standard; to
indicate its ideal (rather than legal) character by making clear that infractions are not
unforgivable; and at the same time to show that the emphasis must always fall on the
permanence of marriage rather than upon the availability of forgiveness. Consequent-
ly, this paragraph becomes the baseline or reference point of all other statements in the
Manual on this subject. For this reason, it is suggested that it stand as 35.1. (This will
require renumbering of 35.1 and 2 as 35.2 and 3. In the remainder of this report where
the renumbered paragraphs are referred to, this will be stated explicitly.)

35.4. Through ignorance, sin, and human frailties, many in our society fall short of
the divine ideal. We believe that Christ can redeem these persons even as He did the
woman at Samaria’s well; and that sin against God’s design for marriage does not place
one beyond the forgiving grace of the gospel. Where [the scriptural ground for divorce
did not exist] a marriage has been dissolved and remarriage has followed, the marriage
partners, upon genuine repentance for their sin, are enjoined to seek the forgiving
grace of God and His redemptive help in their marriage relation. Such persons may be
received into the membership of the church at such time as they have given evidence of
their regeneration and an awareness of their understanding of the sanctity of Christian
marriage. (27, 107.1)

Rationale. The addition to sentence two is designed to reinforce the view that the
law of marriage is not to be allowed to swamp the grace offered in the gospel.
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390. The Board of General Superintendents shall have _discﬁ'etgm}?aryh;:}{?:i ﬁatz}:
ordaining of divorced persons to the office of elderl' or deacon 1n A; 'Fb'b]l;rzl LS
rene, provided such divorced persons have [scriptural grounds] biblical ba
vorce. (35.1-35.3, 404.3, 405.3 [,409.15])

Rationale. These changes are recommended to harmonize with proposed legislation
in paragraphs 403.1 and 410.7.

347.2. To emphasize the sanctity of marriage and the sacredness of the Christian

i ' di e. In particular, stress should be
'hntme and 11;;0 pm?g:l p\;’i I?he %rnblemirgnd evils uf; : WTE - s e T
laid upon the biblical idea of marriage as a lifelong co enant

death.

Rationale. While using the language of the ideal, it causes the accent to fall upon
the permanence of Christian marriage.

f the Nazarene who feel called to
1. When there are members of the Church of the N _
the ;?Eistry they may be licensed as ministersfbﬁ the dlE(-g;l{;f asszglszlgdpa?;“s;i;tﬁ
’ sosctar’s 1 for one full year; b :
(1) have held a local ministers 1}cense . ; {fage o SeTRINETY;
f enrolled in a Nazarene college ;
first-year course of study for mmmters:,lnr ¥ ibed in the college or college-seminary
have completed one-fourth of the units prescribe i o enfioactn PhIS T
-thi Bible college ministerial curriculum. p :
program, Or one third of the L i .1 Credentials Board provided the
: the District Ministerial Credentia
quirement may be made by the h. and is registered in a system of approved
. : . gistered 1 kg ,
candidate is pastoring an UI‘E&HIZEd chureh, an e b f studi equired by
. . he minimum amount of studies req
studies, and provided he annually fulfills t . no lendent s
* 2 14 d provided the district superin
the Manual for the renewal of his license, an k by the church board of
ion: been recommended for such work by the
proves the exception; (3) have 3 o which recommendation shall be at-
the local church of which they are members, 10 ihs iven evidence
s o L ) fully filled in; (4) have give :
tached the Application for Mlnls;er s License care ‘ er tl.c divection ot
- : been carefully examined, under :
i : the bounds of which they ho
the district assembly of the district within for such work; (6)
: - : tual. intellectual, and other fitness for iy
membership, regarding their spiritual, ¢ 1 od for licensed minis-
: ‘ : tudy prescribed for lice
have promised to pursue immediately the course of s _  ration, which Jag
: s R s have had any disquahiication,
ters and candidates for ordination; and (7) nca tine byl
: e : d by an explanation in writing YU
have been imposed by a district assem_bly, remove 4 B,
g : : t Advisory Board of the district wh .
district superintendent and the Distric their marriage relationship does
‘ ' s imposed; and provided further that their . w4
?1:}1? I;SSEETEEE ineﬁgiblﬁ for a district license or -:nru:.’.11‘115151'.;«;1;‘11;1 (8) 1n caﬁ:ﬂ{:}f;ﬁ;e{;}gﬁz
) ; : anh 409. e recom
divorce and remarriage [as described in paragrap : ts will be given
STy v - : th supporting documents wi
District Ministerial Credentials Board along wi ; boeriat b5 DUERLE
. . hich may remove this as a barri p
to the Board of General Superintendents, W . _
ing a license or ordination. (39. 1-35.3, 129.14, 205.7, 402.5 [409.51)

i ls will
tionale. The reference to 409.15 should be remqved, since the new proposa
rn.akl«:ai1;1 ngznlete (see proposed legislation for 409.15). The cross-reifeienﬁesIﬁhg;lﬁi:ﬁ
amended by the omission of 409.5 (evidently an error for 4.0_9.15}, wh:;: ; oud Loy
inated in harmony with the new proposals; aqd the addition of 35.1, 2, and o,

contain the new baseline for the evaluation of divorce.

: o mint ho has fulfilled all the re-
ho is called of God to this ministry, and w

quir:g:le'gii;s?l?ih‘: c{;lurch for the same, who has auccessft;lly c%mplfﬁed th(:i g;lhgﬂ‘gﬁﬁ

: ' ini d candidates for ordination as :
of study prescribed for licensed ministers and ca  hoard of the local
trict license by the church boar
has been recommended for renewal of dist B Rl Board andhis
: : hip or by the District Advisory d,
church in which he or she holds members nisterial Credentials Board
: rted by the Ministerial LUreden
been carefully considered and favorably repo -thirds vote of the
: s the order of deacon by two-thirds
to the district assembly, may be elected to : Dy ¢ lons Ahar
P : ' been an assigned minister not 1ess
district assembly; provided he or she has - & oats hich may have been
: : i hat any disqualification which may *
consecutive years; and provided further t i it] he district superinten-
: T has been removed in writing by the dis /
imposed by a district assembly .4 district: and provided further that his or her
District Advisory Board of said district; and pro =
f;:;r?angi ré?aﬁonship does not render him or her ineligible for ordination. ([409.15]

35.1-35.3)
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Rationale. If 409.15 is deleted, then the substitute baseline will be 35.1-3, as re-
vised.

405.3. One who is called of God to this ministry, and who has fulfilled all the re-
quirements of the church for the same, who has successfully completed the full course
of study prescribed for licensed ministers and candidates for ordination as elder, who
has been recommended for renewal of district license by the church board of the local
church in which he or she holds membership or by the District Advisory Board, and has
been carefully considered and favorably reported by the Ministerial Credentials Board
of the district assembly, may be elected to the order of elder by two-thirds vote of the
district assembly, provided he or she has been an assigned minister not less than two
consecutive years either as a pastor or as a registered evangelist, and has spent the
major portion of that time actively in the field, or has served three consecutive years
full-time as associate or assistant pastor; or one year as pastor and two consecutive
years as a full-time assigned associate or assistant pastor; or has served four years as
an assigned teacher in the religion department of one of our Nazarene institutions of
higher education, or in a Christian ministry in such other institutions and assigned
roles approved by the Board of General Superintendents; and provided further that any
disqualification which may have been imposed by a district assembly has been removed
in writing by the district superintendent and the District Advisory Board of the district
where the disqualification was imposed; and provided further that his or her marriage

relationship does not render him or her ineligible for ordination. (35.1-35.3, 203.4, 320,
[409.15,] 434)

Rationale. As in 404.3.

[409.15. Persons who obtain divorce under the civil law prior to conversion and
who subsequently remarry may be eligible for the office of the ministry of the Church of
the Nazarene provided the candidate has demonstrated consistent godliness and faith-
fulness and has been thoroughly examined for district license by the District Ministeri-
al Credentials Board as to his or her moral and spiritual fitness. The recommendation
of the Ministerial Credentials Board along with supporting documents will be given to

the Board of General Superintendents, which may remove this as a barrier to pursuing
a license or ordination. (320, 403.1-3.2, 404.3, 405.3, 406)]

Rationale. This should be deleted as obsolete, since based on the guideline that
adultery is the only ground on which divorce is biblically permissible.

[409.16. In a case where the minister has been faithful to God, to his or her mate,
and calling, but the mate chooses to dissolve the marriage by filing for and obtaining

divorce, that minister would be eligible for the office of the ministry in the Church of
the Nazarene. ]

Rationale, Delete for the same reason as 409.15.

[409.17] 409.15. It shall be the duty of every minister of the Church of the Naza-
rene to hold in trust and confidence any communication of a confidential nature given
him or her by a counselee of the congregation while he or she is acting in his or her pro-
fessional character as a licensed or ordained minister of the Church of the Nazarene.
The public dissemination of such communication without the express written consent
of the declarant is expressly condemned. Any Nazarene minister who violates the

above regulation subjects himself or herself to the disciplinary sanctions set forth in
Part VI, Subsection 111 of this Manual.

Rationale. This is simply renumbering this paragraph because of the recommended
deletion of paragraphs 409.15 and 409.16.

410.7. Any elder or deacon within 48 hours of the filing of a request for divorce or
legal termination of a marriage by the minister or within 48 hours of the physical sepa-
ration of the minister and the spouse of the elder or deacon for the purpose of discontin-
uing the physical cohabitation shall: (a) contact the district superintendent, notifying
the superintendent of the action taken; (b) agree to meet with the district superinten-
dent and a member of the District Advisory Board at a mutually agreeable time and
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place, or if no mutually agreeable time and place can be arranged, at a time and place
designated by the district superintendent; (¢) at the meeting designated in subsection b
above, the elder or deacon shall explain the circumstances of the action taken and the
marital conflict as well as the biblical [grounds] basis for justification as to why s
der or deacon should be permitted to continue to serve as an elder or deacon in good
standing. If an elder or deacon fails to comply with the subsections above, such non-
compliance shall cause said elder’s or deacon’s name to be stricken from the Roll of

Ministers at the next annual district assembly.

Rationale. «Biblical basis” expresses the spirit of the new proposals, whereas “bibli-

cal grounds” suggests the strictly legal view.

206

REPORT OF THE

COMMITTEE TO STUDY GENERAL BOARD
REPRESENTATION

to the
TWENTY-THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
July 25-30, 1993

Indianapolis, Ind.

207



